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the Vail Correspondent 


preserving a part of America’s past 


At the operating desk. 

During the five years I’ve been publishing the Vail 
Correspondent, all of our costs have risen substantially. Paper, 
postage and halftone service costs have hit us with particularly 
heavy increases. With our select (and therefore limited) subscriber 
base, it is becoming increasingly difficult to publish TVC without 
either cutting quality or increasing the subscription rates. I will not 
cut quality, and raising rates is ultimately self-defeating in that it 
would tend to suppress future growth, if not reduce the number of 
present subscribers. 

Therefor, TVC will cease publication next year; our last 
issue will be number 24, July 1998. This will permit winding up 
in an orderly manner, and allow the majority of subscriptions to be 
fulfilled. No new subscriptions will be accepted after December 31 
of this year (and should be for one year -- i.e. four issues -- only). 

Balances remaining on any subscriptions at the end will be 
refunded, credited toward books, or credited one-for-one toward 
back issues (your choice; details will be included in a later issue). 
The month on your mailing label indicates your last issue; if your 
subscription expires before "jul98", you may extend it to that final 
issue by sending in a one, two or three-issue payment (proportional 
to a full year’s subscription, e.g., one issue = $2.50 in the U.S.). 

After July 1998, back issues of TVC will continue to be 
available while supplies last. And I may also publish a special issue 
of the Vail Correspondent occasionally thereafter; if I do, I will try 
to notify past subscribers. 

Meanwhile, I hope you’ll enjoy this last year of the 
quarterly TVC. The main article in this issue covers the bugs made 
by the Electric Specialty Manufacturing Company. But if we 
sometimes seem to carry more articles on Vibroplex keys than on 
other makes, Colt firearm collectors would understand why -- see 
page 21. We also look at "Keys in Uniform" and revisit the 
Admiralty Pattern key in the "Foreign Keys" column. 

-WI1IMQ. 


Electric Specialty Manufacturing Co. 


The Electric Specialty Manufacturing company made semi- 
automatic keys (speed keys) starting in the mid-1930’s. The 
company called them the "CR Speed Key," the letters CR 
_ apparently standing for Cedar Rapids, the location of the company 
in Iowa. (Some people have mistakenly referred to these bugs as a 
"Collins bug," perhaps thinking that Art Collins and his Collins 
Radio Company made these keys. But there is no evidence that 
Collins had any connection whatever to the keys or to Electric 
Specialty, apart from the fact that they were both located in Cedar 
Rapids.) 

The CR Speed Keys have gained a measure of fame among 
collectors for two reasons. One, because it was offered in kit form 
(probably unique in this regard among bugs), and two, because it 
had wording cast into the base (only a couple of other makes share 
this attribute). An early version of the cast base is seen on the 
cover of this issue. 

That’s enough of an introduction. Now a couple of serious 
CR collectors tell their stories about these keys. 


THE CR SPEED KEY 
by Al Culbert, KOAL 


Being a Cedar Rapids, Iowa, resident and a half-hearted key 
collector, it was only natural that when I was shown a key at a 
swapmeet that had cast into its base ELECTRIC SPECIALTY MFG CO, 
CEDAR RAPIDS IOWA that I had to have it. That began a fascination 
for these keys and their somewhat elusive history. 

The keys were the product of one George Wilson. The 
earliest account that I have found for these keys is an advertisement 
in the "Ham-Ads" section of the September 1936 issue of QST. 
The ad states "Telegraph speed keys in kit form, only $2.89". 
Other QST issues of this era offered "rebuilt Vibroplex keys 
starting at $6," while T.R. McElroy advertised his Mac Key at 
$7.95 and the Mac Key Deluxe at $15.00. 


Early model (Doug Seneker NOWAN collection/photo) 


The uniqueness about Electric Specialty keys is that they 
were Offered as a kit. It is the only semi-automatic key that I have 
ever seen so offered. Thus, there are limitless possibilities as to 
the finishes found on these keys. I have two that have been surface 
ground to eliminate the casting marks and then chrome plated. I 
have two gray colored models, and two black colored models. The 
majority of these keys that I have seen have a black finish. 

I have one piece of advertising for the keys that lists the 
available options, which included a closing switch for land 
telegraphy, factory assembled, and a metal carrying case. 

Manufacturing seems to have been rather straight forward 
with a pattern for the cast iron [? see below.-Ed.] base and a 
separate pattern for the cast bronze pivot frame. The majority of 
the other parts were made on a lathe or screw machine. The contact 
posts are plated hex stock which have been drilled and tapped for 
insertion of the contact screw and mounting hardware. The terminal 
posts and nuts are likewise made from plate hex stock. The finger 
wedges appear to have been cut or stamped from blank phenolic 
stock. 


I have encountered six primary variations. They are: 

-Two styles of cast base, one with extra bosses on the 
underside and one without. 

-Two styles of damper support, one being cast, and the 
other being a plated sheet metal stamping. 

-Two styles of underside wiring, one using hook-up wire 
and sleeve insulation, the other using stamped brass stock. 

The damper itself consists of a rubber "O" ring rolled on 
a piece of round stock having a groove to retain the "O" ring and 
being of the same internal and external diameters as the adjustable 
pendulum weights. 

The various knobs and springs most likely came from a 
commercial supplier of such hardware and do not appear to be 
unique or proprietary in nature. The fixed and spring contacts must 
have been specially made and appear to be a cupro-nickel electrical 
contact grade material. The dash pivot is a stamping to which a 
fixed contact is attached and hinged to the main lever. 

In later years Electric Specialty also offered a paddle for 
electronic keyers [probably Jim Hess’s item, not Electric Specialty; 
see below.-Ed.]. This unit did not involve a cast base as did its 
semi-automatic brethren, but instead used a piece of steel plate. 
The top pivot support used a triangular shaped piece of flat stock 
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Second model (Doug Seneker NOWAN collection/photo) 
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Underside of second model (Al Culbert KOAL collection/photo) 


Tag indicates purpose of fifth foot. 
(Doug Seneker NOWAN collection/photo) 
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supported by plated hex stock similar to the method used on the 
Vibroplex "Lightning Bug" models. 

Jim Hess of Dyersville, Iowa, had obtained the remaining 
parts inventory some years back and was able to assemble a few 
keys from the remaining stock; he sold them at shows and 
swapmeets here in the midwest [see also Jim’s ad in TVC4, July 
1993, p. 18]. Jim finally disposed of his remaining parts to Tom 
French, W1IMQ (knobs and paddles) and Doug Seneker, NOWAN 
(metal and mechanical parts) [see Jim’s ad in TVC8, July 1994]. 

I should note that the Electric Specialty Manufacturing 
Company still exists today. It is now located in Marion, Iowa; their 
product line involves specialty items for the railroad industry. 

The Cedar Rapids Speed Keys certainly offered a low cost 
alternative into ownership of a semi-automatic key. As one old 
timer told me, "I really would have loved to have had a new 
Vibroplex, but I could not afford one, so I bought a Cedar Rapids 
key instead." 


Next, Doug Seneker, NOWAN, describes the keys in his collection. 
He disclaims expertise in CR keys, stating that "I am still gathering 
and learning" -- but aren’t we all. 


NOWAN on the CR Keys 
by Doug Seneker, NOWAN 


There are two types of cast bases. I am able to confirm from keys 
in my collection, types of parts in the inventory, and examining 
keys of others, that the older type of cast iron base had four large 
(approx. 3/4") rubber feet. 

The later model has a platform near the "front" of the key 
[furthest from the operator.-Ed.] for mounting a fifth, large foot. 
It had four suction-cup type feet of about 1/2" diameter on the 
usual four corners. I am enclosing a photo of the underside of this 
later key (I call them the second model; my term only) with the 
"fifth" foot in place. This key was in the original cardboard 
shipping carton and had not been used. It is, presumably, "as 
shipped" from Electric Specialty. Twisting the foot to the left 
removes the foot, screw and shipping tag. 
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There are other differences. The early base used a straight, 
3" circuit closer lever ont he right side. Later bugs used a right- 
angle circuit closer located under the paddle. I cannot verify any 
correlation between the early and later bases with this change in 
circuit closer. I have seen the later circuit closer on early bases. 

Early frames were cast brass, painted wrinkle black. Early 
models also seem to usually have a cast brass damper, also painted. 
Most later keys have a stamped metal damper, nickel plated. 


CR key case (Al Culbert KOAL collection/photo) 


These were called the "CR telegraph speed key" per 
company literature. If there was no circuit closer, they were the 
"CR radio speed key." It is my belief that only the Radio Speed 
Key was available in kit form. 

Here’s another variation: Later keys have been seen with 
cast aluminum frames (I have both kinds) and when they were used 
the key was painted "platinum gray." 

I have made a couple of keyer paddles, but I always thought 
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The @&) Telegraph Speed Key 


A REAL KEY, PROPERLY DESIGNED, AND CONSTRUCTED OF 
THE BEST MATERIALS, BUILT FOR LONG LIFE, GOOD 
RELIABLE SERVICE AND SOLD AT A 
REASONABLE PRICE. 


COMPLETE WITH CUT-IN PLUG AND CORD, POSTPAID 
ONLY $9.98 


In presenting the C/R Telegraph and Radio Vibrating Speed Keys, it our endeavor to 
furnish both telegraph operators and radio “Hams” a well made correctly designed piece of 
apparatus that will give the user good reliable operation and service at the lowest possible 
cost. Only by manufacturing these keys in a modern production factory, by selling direct to 
the user and not through dealers, by selling for cash and not on open account, thereby eli- 
minating bookkeeping and collection costs, and reducing advertising to a minimum are we 
able to furnish these keys at this remarkably low price. 


The base is extra heavy cast iron with rubber foot-pads to prevent skidding or scratch- 
ing the finest desk top. The bridge is one piece cast aluminum, All other parts are brass. 
The base and bridge are finished in platinum gray wrinkle baked enamel and the other 
parts are nickel plated. 


The contacts are Tungsten and extra large. They will stand up and “Carry” on heavy 
circuits where all other contacts fail. 


The operator can easily adjust the key for any speed and throw or swing to meet his 
individual requirements, 


Postcard flyer describes telegraph model. 
Courtesy of Jim Hess. 


10 


that Jim Hess "invented" them. Jim told me that Electric Specialty 
quit making bugs in 1957. That year would be super early for them 
to go into the paddle business. Not impossible, but unlikely. 

The Wilson family originally owned the company; the 
present operator of Electric Specialty Manufacturing Company is 
Greg Wilson, still in business. He doesn’t recall much about the 
key end of the business. 


The @a) Radio Speed Key 


The same materials, construction and parts are used in both Telegraph and Radio Keys, 


the Telegraph Key is equipped with a circuit-closing switch which is not required nor is it 


desirable on the Radio Key. 
To further reduce the cost to Radio “Hams” we furnish the Radio Type Keys in Kits 


which contain all parts and are exactly the same as the assembled keys. We do all machine 
work and assembling of parts that require tools other than a screwdriver, pliers and solder- 


ing iron. 


The prices shown on the attached order blank are Net and subject to change without 
notice; there are no discounts to dealers or for quantities. 


We ship prepaid to any part of the United States (Canada and U.S. Possessions require 
extra to cover postage), and will not ship on open account. 


Any customer not satisfied with key or kit will be refunded in full. 


RADIO KEY ASSEMBLED RADIO KEY KIT 
POSTPAID ONLY $7.98 POSTPAID ONLY $5.98 


Reverse of flyer describes Radio model (courtesy of Jim Hess). 


Electric Specialty made various products. I do know they 
made some test gear; here is a photo of my C/R TEL OHM test set 
designed for use by telephone installers, with box and instruction 
sheet. Lynn Burlingame found this and picked it up, assuming I 
might want it (I did). It measures volts and ohms, and is well 
made. 


Editor’s Wrap-up 


Both Al and Doug agree that the earliest Electric Specialty ad for 
their bug was in QST for September 1936 (p. 91). The same ad 
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The @) Speed Key Carrying Case 


A SUBSTANTIAL ALL STEEL CASE STURDI- 
LY CONSTRUCTED AND FINISHED IN 
BROWN WRINKLE BAKED ENAMEL. HOLDS 
EITHER C/R TELEGRAPH OR RADIO 
SPEED KEYS SECURELY. 


PROTECTS KEY FROM 
DUST AND DAMAGE. 


TELEGRAPH KEY COMPLETE WITH CUT-IN 
PLUG AND CORD, AND ALL STEEL 


CARRYING CASE. ALL STEEL CASE ONLY 
POSTPAID POSTPAID 
ONLY $13.98 ONLY $4.00 


ELECTRIC SPECIALTY MFG. CO., Cedar Rapids, Iowa 


Please ship at once, prepaid — 


O $13.98 Telegraph Key Complete with O $7.98 Radio Key Assembled. 
Cut-in Plug and Cord, and All 


Steel Carrying Case. OO $5.98 Radio Key Kit. 
O $9.98 Telegraph Key with Cut-in Plug 

and Cord, less Case. O $1.00 Cut-in Plug and Cord. 
O $898 Telegraph Key Only 

(Less Cord and Plug and Case) O $4.00 All Steel Case Only. 


If you live in Iowa add 212% Sales Tax. 


Enclosed find Money Order $____________ for same. 


It is understood and agreed that if I am not satisfied with the above key or kit I will 
aber pe same in good condition within ten days and you are to refund the above amount 
paid at once. 


NANG coe nana cine sp eelfecacactasmeusabdsecstecsecesescde cee sdk ce neceeeuaecccesunete 
SWC a oo etc s cece. J2 | OF | 9 gana ep Sea ARN Aree ae States: + .5c5 cscs 
Use This Order Blank and Print Name and Address Plainly to Avoid Mistakes or Delay. 
Prices subject to change without notice. Kee PRINTED IN U.S.A. 


Portion of reverse of flyer lists prices. 
Courtesy of Jim Hess. 
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also appears in the March 1937 issue (p. 123). 

A close reading of the 1940’s ads and postcard/flyer shows 
that, as Doug mentioned, only the "Radio Type Key" was furnished 
in kit form (as well as assembled). It may have been felt that while 
"Hams" would not be reluctant to take the time to assemble a key 
used in their hobby, professional landline telegraphers would not 
be interested in having to assemble a tool required for their job. 

The late history of CR speed keys, which includes the 
involvement of Jim Hess and Doug Seneker, may confuse some 
collectors. For example, there is a third style of speed-key base 
not mentioned: It is a flat, thick steel slab. Jim Hess assembled and 
sold several bugs in 1993 using cast bases from his inventory; 
when he ran out of cast bases, he had some bases machined from 
steel stock. These, of course, have no cast wording underneath. 

Adding to Al Culbert’s "limitless possibilities" for base 
finishes, collector Don Karvonen, K8MFO, reports having one CR 
bug with a blue base, and another with a chrome base. Neither of 
Don’s keys have the shorting switch; this agrees with Al’s 
proposition that these "custom" finishes were done by hams 
assembling the kit radio key. 

I obtained a "flat" (steel base) bug from Jim Hess in 1993. 
The finish seems to be a type of chromocoat or transparent coloring 
of the steel in a brass hue. Owners of these bugs may once again 


Jim Hess speed key (Doug Seneker NOWAN collection/photo). 
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decide to finish the base to their liking, adding to the variety of 
"Electric Specialty" bugs out there. 

With his bugs Jim included, separately, an Electric Specialty 
decal with the bug. Doug later obtained a half-dozen decals from 
Jim; one is shown on his "Jim Hess" speed key. "I have no idea if 
the decal was [originally] intended for use on keys or not," Doug 
wrote, but "I cut one out and glued it on the key. I thought it 
looked quite snappy." 


Jim Hess 
paddle. 


(Al Culbert 
K@AL 
collection/ 
photo). 


As Doug mentions, it was also Jim who undoubtedly 
designed the keyer paddles, which he sold during his 1993 - 94 
period. And Doug himself, as he said, also "made a couple" of the 
paddles. 


Another product (Doug Seneker NOWAN collection/photo). 
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KEYS IN UNIFORM 
Japanese Telegraph Set 


I frequently have to decide under which column heading to put a 
particular item. This might have appeared as a "foreign key," but 
I think its military provenance makes "KIU" a better heading for 
it. In any case, we had a few contributors helping determine what 
this is. It became an interesting study not only in key collecting, but 
in linguistics. We’ll start with the source of the photos.-W1IMQ. 


Doug Seneker, NOWAN: 
Here is a "WWII Japanese version of our TG-5 type field telegraph 


set (TVC14). A military radio collector friend of mine 
photographed this "Japanese Army Field Telegraph Set" and 


shipped [the photos] to the suppose Guru of Japanese WWII 
communications dudes, who found it in a WWII Japanese Army 
manual. 

I will describe it further: "Japanese Army brown" paint on 
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a metal case which seems to be an alloy similar to "pot metal." The 
case measures 10" wide by 7" tall by 5.5" deep. There has been a 
folding door/panel on the front which is missing. The key itself is 
very sturdily built, brass, with a low "mushroom" knob, on a 
brown bakelite base. The key and base fold up into the case, or 
lock down with a thumbscrew. 


The front panel includes a speaker grille and labels which 
are made of, apparently, ivory. A folding back exposes a metal 
schematic and battery compartment, with one tube. The key has a 
very firm, business-like feel. It is very well-built and solid. 

I keep the Japanese set next to my U.S. TG-5-B, with 
appropriate separation. 


It would clarify things if we knew what the control labels say. This 
was a question I put to Doug Palmer, who has some familiarity with 
the Japanese Language (see also his article, "Hunting for Keys in 
Japan," TVC9 page 14). 


Doug Palmer, K4KEY: 
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My wife and I were both able to translate the individual Japanese 
characters (called Kanji characters) from the pictures; however, 
determining the meanings of the words formed by multiple 
characters is another story. 

The Japanese basically had to invent new words 
(combinations of Kanji characters) to describe such technical words 
as are found on radio equipment. Nowadays, the Japanese are more 
likely to use Katakana characters to describe many technical words. 
Katakana is more of an alphabet than Kanji. The characters are 
much simpler, and each character represents a syllable of a word, 
instead of a whole word. There are only 46 Katakana characters, 
but thousands of Kanji characters. 


Katakana is widely accepted today as rhe way to write 
foreign words. Hence, very few Japanese people can translate such 
old [Kanji] words, since many of the characters are no longer used. 
You either have to find someone very old, or someone who is 
technically inclined. So I contacted one of my buddies from 
Motorola Japan, and asked him if he could help translate. I have 
enclosed a sheet of paper that shows his translation of the 
individual ivory nameplates. I think he was able to get pretty close. 

The unit was made by Oki Denki Company in February, 
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1940. It appears to be some kind of low-frequency oscillator, most 
likely a transmitter since you said it has a folding telegraph key. [I 
sent Doug nameplate photos only.-Ed.] 

incidentally, I have one of those folding keys, probably 
from a similar unit. I had to make a base for it, since it was 
designed to mount vertically, behind a panel. It also had an ivory 
nameplate, which says "Denken," which means "telegraph key." 


Even Doug’s friend at Motorola Japan, had trouble with a couple 
of the characters: 


Shinya: 
Before WWII, they had to translate all English words to Japanese. 


However, we no longer use these words today. #2 and #4 are very 
old words. I have never seen them before. 


1 Rez Gige-L 


(AUDIOFrequency) (Core of a wire) 
< 
sis tte 758i 
vs JE aii 8 on HG (Oscillation) 
(Coil 2) 


(Closed loop ?) 
(NFB ?) 


3 fill fel 


(Control) 


aE 


(Frequency convertor ?) 
(MIXER ?) 


SZE APSR oan 


(Antenna matching) or (Antennacoupling coil) 
18 


Notes from the Vibroplex file 


D5 and D6 plate variations 
Paul Bock, K4MSG 


Following are a couple of minor Vibroplex rivet-counting issues 
I’m following: 


A. Steel nameplate: 


The D5 Vibroplex nameplate (833 Broadway, 6 patent 
numbers plus Other Patents Pending) was used in both steel and 
brass versions. I’d like to nail down the inclusive serial number 
sequences as closely as possible, so please take a look at your bugs 
and check the nameplate against the serial number. Let me know 
if you can improve on the following: 


BRASS to SN 127605 
129937------ STEEL------ 143073 
144700+ BRASS--- 


B. Raised serial numbers: 


Vibroplex used raised serial numbers on the D5 plate after 
a certain date, and continued the use of them on the D6 plate (833 
Broadway, Patented) until sometime around the mid-1950s. Can 
anyone improve on the following numbers: 


IMPRESSED numbers to DS SN 134340 
DS 140700---RAISED numbers---D6 193527 
D6 195966 IMPRESSED numbers--- 


If you have any information we can add to Paul’s data above, send 
it along. Perhaps we can narrow those gaps between brass-to-steel 
and steel-to-brass plates, and between the impressed-to-raised and 
raised-to-impressed numbers. -W1IMQ. 
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FOREIGN KEYS 


More on Admiralty Pattern Keys 


As an addendum to our look at Dan Keane’s British AP 7681 key 
in the last issue (TVC20 page 19), collector Wyn Davies, of 
Wales, sent along a few photos of his Admiralty Pattern Keys. Of 
particular interest are 
his two 7681 keys (not 
shown), one of which 
carries the year 1941 
on it. I would think 
that that clarifies the 
era, at least, in which 
Dan’s was made. 

The photo at 
left shows Wyn’s AP 
691, dated 1942. It 
appears somewhat 
narrower than _ the 
7681; the clamps 
accept single cables, and the terminals seem to be snugged up near 
the lever. Especially eye-catching is the tall knob on this model. 

The second photo 
(right) shows Wyn’s AP 
65485, of which only the 
base and the top of the 
knob show. But the photo 
shows the cover that was 
missing from Dan’s key. 

Admiralty Pattern 
keys are big, heavy keys 
made for shipboard use. 
This is clearly what 
"pounding brass" is all 
about. 
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Collecting Colt Revolvers 


"Once a collector has gained the basic knowledge that makes him 
qualified to invest wisely and safely, he may wish to sell or trade 
some of his early acquisitions and specialize in collecting the arms 
of one type, one manufacturer, one country, one region, one 
caliber... 

"There are many reasons why Americans show keen interest 
in Colt firearms. Samuel Colt invented the first truly automatic 
repeating pistol; more Colt pistols and more different models have 
been produced than those of any other manufacturer; the Colt pistol 
is a popular symbol in our dramatic national history. . . . 

"Colt revolvers have had more interest, and thus greater 
demand and resulting high prices, than any other single make of 
collector’s guns. The explanation is two-fold: There were so many 
hundreds of thousands of Colt revolvers made that enough have 
survived for nearly all collectors, regardless of finances, to obtain 
several. There were also so many models and variations, from the 
Paterson on through the resumption of production of the Single 
Action Peacemaker, that there was always a challenge for the 
collector to go as far as his interest and pocketbook would permit." 


Why is an article in TVC concerned with Colt handguns? Because, 
while reading the above statements in an old book on gun 
collecting, I was struck by the similarities to our hobby. Change 
"Colt" to "Martin" and "revolver" to "Vibroplex key" and you 
have an accurate description of why the Vibroplex is and probably 
always will be the most popular collectible bug. Horace Martin 
invented the first truly practical semi-automatic key. There were so 
many Vibroplex keys made that all collectors can obtain several, 
but there are so many models and variations that obtaining some 
of them is a challenge to the collector. These factors resulted in the 
popularity of both Colt revolvers and Vibroplex keys. 

But consider the result of this popularity: The interest in and 
demand for Colts has resulted in "higher prices than [for] any other 
single make". Now, people have been collecting Colt guns for 
much longer than they have been collecting Vibroplex keys. So 
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while it may not have happened yet, in the future we can expect to 
see increased demand and prices for Vibroplex keys. The gun book 
has some suggestions that are relevant to our hobby: 


"One fact the Colt collector must be willing to accept -- he can 
never find every variation of all the Colt models ever made. There 
are too many models and too many variations. Furthermore, values 
on Colt arms of interest to collectors are now so high that one need 
only consider the $500 price tag on a Dragoon Colt [that was thirty 
years ago. -Ed.] to realize he could have thousands of dollars tied 
up in variations of that model alone. 

"Many collectors are wisely selecting one particular period 
of manufacture or one model of Colt forearm, devoting their 
energies to searching out every variation in that period or of that 
model. Others satisfy their Colt collecting desires by assembling 
good representative specimens of the less expensive models. It is 
indeed a very rich field for specialization. . . . It can be good fun 
just collecting the lower-priced pieces and adding a rare one now 
and then when chance brings one your way at a modest price." 


"Good representative specimens" is one guide to a worthy goal. I 
know of other collectors who are in the process of assembling 
limited "variation" collections -- every base finish, for example. 
But the fact that no one has every model Vibroplex in every 
variation shows you must select your goal carefully -- even a single 
example of some advertised variations have yet to be found. 

The point of all this is that if Vibroplex keys interest you, 
it is not too early to start planning and collecting now, before 
interest and prices rise. A display consisting of one of each of the 
flat, thick-based bugs (that’s one way to rationalize that you don’t 
need the Upright or the Midget) would be easy to start (Original, 
Champion), as well as challenging to complete (Model X, Double 
Lever). Or a collection of "old style" (Original) models in each of 
its base finish variations would be colorful. Match your goals to 
your pocketbook, be prepared to grab that modestly-priced Upright, 
and enjoy the hobby. 


Reference: the Collecting of Guns, James E. Serven, ed. (Bonanza 
Books, 1964). Excerpts in order are from pgs. 38, 135, 210, 142. 
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ree a eee 
unclassified ads 


When responding, say you saw it in 
The Vail Correspondent. 


Wanted: A Dow-Key bug with 
rotatable yoke. Bill Shepherd, 
K3WS, 12000 Twin Cedar Lane, 
Bowie MD 20715. (301) 262-0155. 


Trade: 1957 L damper standard 
gray based Blue Racer, like new, 
for your 1934 or "Mfd in Boston" 
or Navy Mac Key. Tom French, 
151 Barton Road, Stow MA 01775. 
(978) 562-5573. 


Older Japanese Keys wanted. 
Researching history of Japanese key 
manufacturers. Will trade bugs for 
straight keys with Japanese writing 
on nameplate. Doug Palmer, 
K4KEY. (954) 742-5972. 


er ee 


errata 
ee ee 
The monthly TRW swap meet, 
mentioned at page 22 in TVC20, is 
of course held in Los Angeles, not 
Las Vegas -- but it’s still a gamble 
whether you'll find anything. 


key clicks 


Letters will be published as space 
permits, and may be edited. 


Import duty 

A tip for your readers when 
trading with UK persons. I recently 
traded with an American and 
unfortunately he valued his key on 
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the customs declaration as $300. 
Our customs slapped a tax of $70 
on it before I could get it. 

The moral for the U.S. is 
never value a key over $50 
(regardless of its value). This is the 
maximum our customs let in free as 
a gift! 

Thankfully, my American 
friend reimbursed me the $70. Wyn 
Davies, Wales. 

That goes both ways, Wyn. 
Gifts values at no more than $50 
where shipped from can be received 
in the U.S. free of duty and tax. 

On the other hand, if you want 
to insure the parcel you will 
obviously have to declare its value. 
Insuring a "gift" for no more than 
$50 might be adequate to ensure 
delivery. 

In either case, the item might 
be described as an "obsolete 
telegraph key" and if it is returning 
to its country of origin, say so 
("American goods returned" or 
"made in USA", for example). 

It is also probably best to use 
the mail (rather than a commercial 
shipper) to avoid customs brokerage 
charges. I once got hit with a 
brokerage fee on receiving a duty- 
Sree package (a Mac Key, of course 
“made in the USA") from Canada 
shipped by UPS. And going the 
other way, a Canadian retailer who 
should know instructs its U.S. 
vendors "do not use UPS. Ship by 
post." Avoiding brokerage fees does 
not, however, avoid any assessed 
import duties. 

Obtain U.S. Customs 
publication no, 512 and U.S. Postal 
Service publication 51 for 
additional information.-W1IMQ. 


TVC20 Mystery Key 

I’m looking forward to 
learning about the 7/97 p. 14 
Mystery Key. I’ve got one just like 
it. Niel Wiegand, WASVLZ. 

Two letters and a phone call 
shed some light (!) on this key. Read 
on.-W1IMQ. 


I betcha John Elwood’s 
mystery key [at TVC20 page 14] is 
another marine light signalling key 
from WWII. Saw one at the local 
Indy swap yesterday but didn’t 
think it was worth the $50 price 
tag. Dave Pennes, WA3LKN. 


Dan Keane, NUIM, told me 
that he has such a key, and that he 
was told it was used on shipboard. 
Now we're waiting to hear from 
Murray Willer, VE3FRX, who 
collects light signalling keys and 
devices. 

As for the maker, John Elwood 
(owner of the Mystery Key) passed 
along the following letter which he 
received from Chuck Brydges, 
W4WXZ.: 


I have a key which is marked 
the same on the bottom as yours but 
my version has two line terminals 
on the far end (in the holes on 


Collector of Telegraph Keys, 

Old Radios, Microphones, & Apparatus -- WwW 

History, Appraisals, Buying, Trading News 
Internet Telegraph Museum- 
http://www.chss.moniciair.edu/~pererat/lelegraph. him! 
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either side of the lever), but my key 
does not have the two circuit 
closing switches. Otherwise they are 
the same. 

My source for identifying my 
key was from an old SOWP 
[Society of Wireless Pioneers] 
article copy (unfortunately undated) 
of "Keys of Historical Interest, 
unique and interesting keys from the 
collection of SOWP Vice President 
John N. Elwood"!!! Wait a 
minute...Are you the same John 
Elwood??? [And John replies: 

"Yess" j 

Item 106 in the article says: 
"McIntosh Electric Co. Inc. 
Chicago" spark key mounted on 
marble base. My feeling in the past 
has been that the marble version 
was for commercial customers and 
the composition material base 
(numbered 2250-whatever) was for 
military use. I also believe we are 
talking World War One in this case. 
Chuck Brydges, W4WXZ. 

So the solution to John’s 
mystery key was in his own 
collection. I guess that’s what 
happens when your collection gets 
so large that you lose track of 
dupes. We should all have such 
collections.-W1IMQ. 
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